Longitudinal study of CEA and CA125 in ovarian cancer.
Carcinoembrionic antigen (CEA) and cancer antigen 125 (Ca125) levels were measured at regular intervals over a 24-month period in 19 patients with proven ovarian cancers. In 91.5% of the cases with recurrent or progressive disease, Ca125 levels were increased whereas only 34% of these patients had increased CEA levels. Furthermore, reduction of the tumoral mass was associated with a decrease of Ca125 levels in all patients. It is proposed that determination of Ca125 levels in ovarian cancer might provide a valuable prognostic tool for the assessment of the evolution of the disease.